present elevation, on which it rests a demonstrated science, and is accorded that rank, its members have devoted themselves, and justly too, to the solution of the more difficult problems that were successively presented, and ignored in many instances the claim to their attention of the simpler ones.
Thus it is to-day that the art of gold filling has, by the study of the character of gold, the invention of instruments, the devising of the thousond and one accessories. reached a high degree of perfection ; but with many operators who can boast of success with gold it has been obtained to the exclusion of a proper knowledge of the working of other materials, and thus it is that many, and I might say the majority, of successful dentists do not make creditable operations with the plastic fillings. 
